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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS : CFED, BG 

SUBJECT : BANGLADESH: CITIZENSHIP LAW 

REP : STATE 143745 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE THE FULL TEXTS OP EXISTING BANGLADESHI LAWS RE- 
LATING TO CITIZENSHIP BY BIRTH OR RESIDENCE: 

(A) PROM THE BANGLADESH GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 
15, 1972, P.3585 

PART IIIA - ORDINANCES AND ORDERS PROMULGATED BY THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH. 

GOVERNMENT OP THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH 
MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY APFAIRS 
(LAW DIVISION) 

NOTIFICATION 

1038-PUB.-15TH DECEMBER, 1972-THE FOLLOWING ORDER MADE BY THE 
PRESIDENT ON THE ADVICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER, OF THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OP BANGLADESH ON THE 15TH DECEMBER, 1972, IS HEREBY 
PUBLISHED POR GENERAL INFORMATION:- 

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH 
MINISTRY OF LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY APFAIRS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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(LAW DIVISION) 

PRESIDENT'S ORDER NO. 149 OF 1972 

THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) ORDER, 1972 

WHEREAS IT IS EXPEDIENT TO MAKE TEMPORARY PROVISIONS REGARDING 
CITIZENSHIP OF BANGLADESH; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IN PURSUANCE OF THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
OF BANGLADESH, READ WITH THE PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION OF BANGLADESH 
ORDER, 1972, AND IN EXERCISE OF ALL POWERS ENABLING HIM IN THAT 
BEHALF, THE PRESIDENT IS PLEASED TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING ORDER:- 

(1) THIS ORDER MAY BE CALLED THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP 
(TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) ORDER, 1972. 

(2) IT SHALL COME INTO FORCE AT ONCE AND SHALL BE DEEMED TO 
HAVE TAKEN EFFECT ON THE 26TH DAY OF MARCH, 1971. 

2. NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING CONTAINED IN ANY OTHER LAW, ON THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF THIS ORDER, EVERY PERSON SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE A 
CITIZEN OF BANGLADESH: 

(I) WHO OR WHOSE FATHER OR GRANDFATHER WAS BORN IN THE 
TERRITORIES NOW COMPRISED IN BANGLADESH AND WHO WAS A PERMANENT 
RESIDENT OF SUCH TERRITORIES ON THE 25TH DAY OF MARCH, 1971, AND 
CONTINUES TO BE SO RESIDENT: OR 

(II) WHO WAS A PERMANENT RESIDENT OF THE TERRITORIES NOW 
COMPRISED IN BANGLADESH ON THE 25TH DAY OF MARCH, 1971, AND 
CONTINUES TO BE SO RESIDENT AND IS NOT OTHERWISE DISQUALIFIED 
FOR BEING A CITIZEN BY OR UNDER ANY LAW FOR THE TIME BEING IN 
FORCE: PROVIDED THAT IF ANY PERSON IS A PERMANENT RESIDENT OF 
THE TERRITORIES NOW COMPRISED IN BANGLADESH OR HIS DEPENDENT IS, 

IN THE COURSE OF HIS EMPLOYMENT OR FOR THE PURSUIT OF HIS STUDIES, 
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RESIDING IN A COUNTRY WHICH WAS AT WAR WITH, OR ENGAGED IN MILITARY 
OPERATION AGAINST BANGLADESH AND IS BEING PREVENTED FROM RETURNING 
TO BANGLADESH, SUCH PERSON, OR HIS DEPENDENTS, SHALL BE DEEMED TO 
CONTINUE TO BE RESIDENT IN BANGLADESH. 

3. IN CASE OF DOUBT AS TO WHETHER A PERSON IS QUALIFIED TO BE 
DEEMED TO BE A CITIZEN OF BANGLADESH UNDER ARTICLE 2 OF THIS ORDER, 
THE QUESTION SHALL BE DECIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH DECISION 
SHALL BE FINAL. 

4. THE GOVERNMENT MAY, UPON AN APPLICATION MADE TO IT IN THIS 
BEHALF IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED, GRANT CITIZENSHIP TO ANY PERSON. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT MAY MAKE RULES FOR CARRYING OUT THE PURPOSE OF 
THIS ORDER. 

ABU SAYEED CHOWDHURY 

PRESIDENT OF THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH 


DACCA; 

THE 15TH DECEMBER, 1972. 
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N. AHMAD 

JOINT SECRETARY. 

(B) FROM THE BANGLADESH GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 
1973, P.547I: 
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ACTION NEA-IO 
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FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5240 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 DACCA 3533 

PART III - ACT OF THE BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT 
BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT 
DACCA, THE 22ND JUNE, 1973 

THE FOLLOWING ACT OF PARLIAMENT RECEIVED THE ASSENT OF THE 
PRESIDENT ON THE 2IST JUNE, 1973, AND IS PUBLISHED FOR GENERAL 
INFORMATION:- 

ACT NO. V OF 1973 

IS ACTS TO AMEND THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) 
ORDER, 1972 

WHEREAS IT IS EXPEDIENT TO AMEND THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP 
(TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) ORDER, 1972 (P.O. NO. 149 OF 1972), FOR THE 
PURPOSE HEREINAFTER APPEARING; 

IT IS HEREHY ENACTED AS FOLLOWS:- 

I. SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT.-)!) THIS ACT MAY BE CALLED 
THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT) ACT, 
1973. 

(2) IT SHALL COME INTO FORCE AT ONCE AND SHALL BE DEEMED TO 
HAVE TAKEN EFFECT ON THE 26TH DAY OF MARCH, 1971. 

I. INSERTION OF NEW ARTICLES 2A AND 2B, P.O. NO. 149 OF 1972.- 
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IN THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) ORDER, 1972 
UNCLASSIEIED 
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( P.O. NO. 149 OE 1972), AFTER ARTICLE 2, THE EOLLOWING NEW 
ARTICLES SHALL BE INSERTED, NAMELY: 

"2A.-A PERSON TO WHOM ARTICLE 2 WOULD HAVE ORDINARILY APPLIED 
BUT EOR HIS RESIDENCE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM SHALL BE DEEMED TO 
CONTINUE TO BE PERMANENT RESIDENT IN BANGLADESH WITHIN THE MEANING 
OF THAT ARTICLE: 

PROVIDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT MAY NOTIFY, IN THE OFEICIAL 
GAZETTE, ANY PERSON OR CATEGORIES OF PERSONS TO WHOM THIS ARTICLE 
SHALL NOT APPLY. 

2B. -NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING CONTAINED IN ANY OTHER LAW EOR 
THE TIME BEING IN FORCE OR IN THIS ORDER, A PERSON WHO- 

(I) OWES, AEEIRMS OR ACKNOWLEDGES, EXPRESSLY OR BY CONDUCT 
ALLEGIANCE TO A FOREIGN STATE, OR 

(II) IS NOTIEIED UNDER THE PROVISO TO ARTICLE 2A SHALL NOT 
QUALIFY HIMSELF TO BE A CITIZEN OF BANGLADESH.” 

3. REPEAL.-THE BANGLADESH CITIZENSHIP (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE, 1973 (ORD. X OF 1973), IS HEREBY REPEALED. 

S.M. RAHMAN 
SECRETARY. 

2. PUBLISHED COPIES OE THE ABOVE-REFERENCED ISSUES OE THE BANGLA- 
DESH GAZETTE, EXTRAORDINARY, IE OBTAINABLE, WILL BE POUCHED TO 
NEA/PAB. 

3. THE APPLICABLE LAW EOR OBTAINING CITIZENSHIP BY NATURALIZA- 
TION IS THE NATURALIZATION ACT OE 1926 AS ADAPTED AND AMENDED BY 
ACT OE THE BANGLADESH PARLIAMENT NO. 53 OE 1974. THE TEXT OE THIS 
LAW IS EAR TOO LENGTHY EOR TRANSMISSION BY CABLE. A COPY OP THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PUBLISHED TEXT OP THE LAW WILL BE DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN. IT WILL 
BE TRANSMITTED TO NEA/PAB, IF AVAILABLE. IP THE JUSTICE DEPART- 
MENT PEELS IT IS NECESSARY TO HAVE THE TEXT OP THIS LAW OR PORTIONS 
THEREOP, PLEASE ADVISE AS TO SPECIPIC ASPECTS OF NATURALIZATION 
LAW WHICH SHOULD BE TRANSMITTED. 

4. SINCE THE LAW IS COMPLEX, THE ASSISTANCE OF A LOCAL ATTORNEY 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO INTERPRET AND EXTRACT RELEVANT PORTIONS OP THE 
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LAW. CHARGES FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE ARE ESTIMATED TO BE TAKA 150 PER 
HOUR (APPROXIMATELY TEN U.S. DOLLARS). IF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
WISHES TO PURSUE THIS MATTER, WE REQUEST THAT THEY PROVIDE NECE- 
SSARY FUNDS, AS POST DOES NOT HAVE FUNDS FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

MASTERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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